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SERMON 


Preached before the 
Worſhipful the MAYOR, 


AND 
CORPORATION 
Of the City of 


HEREFORD, 


in Tun 
Pariſh-Church of St. Peter, 


On Monday, Oct. 4. 174, being the 
Day of the Maror's Admiſſion to 
his Office. 


and the Gentlemen preſent. 


By GEORGE CONINGESBY x D.D. 
Vicar of Bodenham i in 1 Herefordſhire. 
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o X FORD, 


vines for Janes MES FLETCHER in the Turle; and Sold 


FJ. Knaptox and F. Rivington in St. Paul's Church-Y 
Londen; and E. Wilde and 7. Hunt at, Hereford. 
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To the Woxs ur rut 


William Stephens Eſa; 
MAYOR, 


And to the GENTLEMEN of 
the Ancient and Loyal Corpora- 


tion of the City of Hereford. 


This DISCOURSE, 

Publiſh'd at their Requeſt, 
Is with the 

Higheſt Reſpe& Dedicated, 


By their moſt Obedient, 


2 — . . 6 7 a ; . — , g . ²˙ — _—_— * 1 
— . ̃ ͤ1ôÜů—. ̃ .! . — — . c —— ‚——EUG. ——— 


GrorGe CONINGESBY. 


1 1 


Prov. XXIX. 2. 
When the Righteous are in authority, 
the 2 le rejoice: but when the 
Wicked beareth rule, the people 


mourn. 


& BsoLuTE perfection and felicity are 
names we are apt to amuſe ourſelves 
with, not always reflecting, that in 
the preſent ſtate of human nature 
they have no exiſtence but in ſpeculation. 
The good we enjoy is but comparative, and 
amounts to no more than a leſſer evil; under 
which yet we gladly ſhelter ourſelves from a 
greater. Thus it is with Government: which 
conſider d only as a neceſſary protection from 
the wild conſuſion and horrors of anarchy, is 
the greateſt bleſſing the inhabitants of the 
earth could ask, or Heaven beſtow : yet great 
as it confeſſedly is, it will ever be attended 
with its inconveniences. Some fanciful models 
of it there are indeed, worked up into all the 
could ſuggeſt, but no further to be regarded 
than as beautiful exerciſes of wit, being ra- 
ther calculated for man in his original inno- 
cence than in his degenerate condition: tho 
S a it 
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it ᷣ to this very degeneracy chiefly owing, that 
theee is a nectillly of avocrnmenc ac af, 

The abuſe of will ever be a complaint 
under the wiſeſt execution of the wiſeſt ſyſtem 
of it that ever ſubſiſted among men: how 
much more, as often as the adminiſtration of 
it ſhall, in the providential courſe of thing 
n 
righteous? It is true great Lord of all 
in whoſe hand, we are are the hearts of 


Kings, and who turneth them whitherſoever 
he will, is able to make the conduct of wick- 
to their intentions, 


ed Rulers, 
ſervient to his 


is deſigus, and ſee to the laſt link of the 
chain. It is then Revelation only can give us 
ſolution of theſe ing 1 


TH. 


own wickedneſs, --- That (a) the Vng i heart 
(a) Prov, XXI. 1. being, 


31 
being, as Solomon ſays, in his hands as the rivers 
of water, He gives a direction to all the mo- 
tions of it as certainly, as a ſtream is deter- 
mined in its courſe to water this or that part 
of land by the channel it is made to flow in. 
That therefore as high as Kings are elevated 
above the reſt of rheir fellow-creatures, they 
have no power of doing or deſigning what 
they pleaſe, but that all their motions are in- 
clined by a ſuperior hand to ends of his own, 
often quite oppoſite to theirs. This was the 
humble ſentiment of the wiſeſt Prince that e- 
ver reigned; and to uſe the words of a learned 
commentator, (a) is an mſtrutt:on ſufficzent to 
corre the pride of the moſt abſolute Monarch, 
and the impatience of the moſt oppreſſed Subject. 
How then can we murmur, at what we dai 
pray for, That the will of God is done upon 

as it is V How 2 
quieſce, when (b) the power of the earth is in 
the hand of the Lena, and in due time, when 
He ſees it fit for us, he will ſet over it one that 
is profitable! Such are the ways of the great 

Ruler of the world, who ſtteth upon the circle 
the earth, and all the inhabitants are as Graſ- 
sl 
hs Scheme of his political juſtice, deli- 
neated and exemplified throughout the hiſto- 
ry of his own choſen people, we are ſure was 
written for our admonition upon whom the ends 
of the world ( the laſt great period of it, the 
Chriſtian diſpenſation) are come. And fince 
(0 Bp. Patrick in loc. (6) Ecclus X. 4. 


theſe 


ſucceſſion of © a vide and Gee- 
of the of all ſucceeding ones; 
it is aſtoniſhing that men ſhould in contempt 
of this divine light, with the prophane arro- 
gance of the (a) Caſtilian King, who fancied he 
could have contrived the fabrick of the Uni- 
yerſe much better than it came from the hand 
of its All-wiſe Architect, imagine themſelves 
able to mend the government of it too. The 
ſecurity of Providence 
and ex@rbitances of Princes is not ſufficient; 
they are not willing God ſhould chuſe by what 
inſtruments he will govern the world, but ex- 


clude Him out of their popular ſcheme, found- 


ed upon a viſionary ſtate of nature that never 
exiſted. And what is the mighty reſult at 
laſt of all this wiſdom? Why it would teach 
us to avoid the leſſer evils, to which in the 


of the protection of Government will ever be 
liable, by laying us open to a continual fear 
of the intolerable evils of confuſion, the fol- 
lies, the oppreſſions, the inſolencies, the rage 
and madneſs of the unreſtrained Multitude ! 


Vain man would be wiſe, though he be born like 


the wild afſe's colt. 
The fame origin of Civil authority, and the 
ſame duty of Submiſſion to it, delivered under 


the Jewiſh diſpenſation, are confirmed likewiſe 


( Alphonſus the Xth King of Caſtile. 


againſt the weakneſſes 


unalterable conſtitution of things the bleſſing 


under 
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under the Chriſtian ; particularly by St. Paul 
in the cleareſt and neſt terms, which yet, 
to ſerve their wicked hypotheſis, theſe men 
have ſo miſerably racked and diſtorted from 
their obvious meaning, that it is not the qur- 
rim only in that Apoſtles writings that ſome 
have wreſted to their own deſtruction. It is 
this duty of Submiſſion to the Supreme Power 
that to her great honour is avowed in her 
Subſcriptions by the Church of England : and is 
the voice of reaſon and revelation, the voice 
of our laws eccleſiaſtical and civil, the voice 
of the wiſeſt and beſt men of all ages. But 
ſuch is its hard fate, as to be induſtriouſly miſ- 
ſented, and dreſs d up by the preſent age 
o Se in the ridiculows gaeb of fully, and 
then ſet up as a mark of derifion and con- 
tempt. But ſhould they be found at laſt to 
grant that impunity to a Miniſterial authori- 
ty, which they have hitherto denied to the 
Supreme, and both lly contrary to law 
and reaſon ; the ridicule will then return with 


double force upon themſelves, doomed to be 
ever 


and ever in the wrong, 
We have ſeen God's vindication of his Ju- 
ſtice, when he viſits a people with a wicked 
* * and the duty of the people under ſuch 
8 _ 1 
conciſely repreſents by Mourning, 

of anger; = idea of theie hunking them: 

anger, an 

ſelves in thoſe natural expreſſions of grief 
which a ſenſe of their fins and ſufferings would 
excite 


29 5 £ J — 


R 
are in authority, the people rejoice : but when thbe 
Wicked bearet rule, the people mourn. | | 
Here then I ſhall enumerate ſome of the 
many bleſſings and advantages of a righteous 


Magiſtracy, which afford juſt matter the 


rejoicing of the people. 

The Righteous Magiſtrate is not ſo far da- 
zled with the ſplendour that ſurrounds him, 
as to ſee no further than the limits of this 
world, but has the other ftill in view. He 
knows, ſhould he make an ill aſe of hi 
er, there will be a day when nothing can 


private 1 
geg . with thoſe of the communi, 
K 02 0 NG 


himſelf as the father of it: agreeably to the 
Scripture 


repreſentation of civil Magiſtrates 
under the metaphors of nurſing fathers, ſhe 
berds, and paſtors, K. II 
images of care, ſolicitude, and tenderneſs. 
Yate ho ahem ant he conſiders cannot be 
hid : and that his example will be apt to catch 
the imitation of thoſe below him, and com- 
municate its influence to every one within its 


ym He recommends the obſeryation of 
laws to others, by ſtriftly obſerving them 
himſelf; and where no laws can exaQly pre- 
r 
integrity equity 

notwithſtanding Sn 
pends, there he takes care that they may learn 
the rule of their own behaviour in his 
2 
t 15 hem ſe are 

cers, Ar 
City i, ſuch are al they that dwell therein. Nor 
would the prevention of that corru- 
ption of manners that overſpreads us, be ſo 
romantick a ae. 


( Ecclas X. 2. 
preſented, 
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back into concealment. | 
good Magiſtrate will likewiſe contri- 


Magiſtrate will likewiſe be 
reformation of all injuſtice and 

in the tranſaQions of men with one 
many are the inſtances of wrong- 


104 

Should this be thought a ſubject of too lit- 
R. N 
publick, let us hear the expreſs commands of 
God: (a) Te fball do no wnrighteouſneſs in Jude- 
ment, in mete-yard, in weight, or in meaſure : 
juſt balances, juſt weights, and a juſt Ephah --- 
ſhall ye have. Where it is obſervable with what 
iety the falſifying 


- 


8 


e left to the deciſion of weights and mea- 
which are the eſtabliſhed inſtruments of 
between the buyer and ſeller, and if 
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Lex. XIX. 35,36. (6) Deut. XXV. 1 
5. 


14,1, 16. Prov. 
XI. 1. — XX. 10, 23. Amos VIII. , & Micah Vi 2 


VI. 10, 11. 
mea 


L111 


meaſures, and of ſuch con 


ſequence to the good 
of Society, that the ſtandards of them, by which 
all others were to be regulated, were among 
the Jews kept in their Sanctuary, among the 
Heathens in their Temples, and afterwards a- 
mong Chriſtians by a law of Juſfinian, in the 
great Church of every City, and among us at 
this time they ſtill have their proper repoſito- 
ries. " Aad ts thaw haw inviehile it io wth 
med they ſhould be, the Symbols of them al- 
ways fignify in the Prophetick language of 
Scripture, a ſtrict obſervation of juſtice and 
fair dealing. The laws therefore of all Na- 
tions have been very ſevere againſt the crime 
of falkifring them, a: as deſtructive of human ſo- 
ciety. Hence it appears, how important a 
branch of the Magiſtrate s care the vigorous 
cavcution of the Wes is, and that the offences 


a 44 that with 
what meaſure be meter, it ſball at laſt be 
meaſured to * again: when he 
comes himſelf to be weighed in the ſcales of 
Divine juſtice, how his knees will one 4 
gainſt another, when he ſhall hear his doom pro- 
nounced to him, as it was to Bel ſhaxzar, (a) thou 
art weighed in the balances, art found want- 
ing, as the merchandiſe thou defraudedſt thy 
— with. With what conſolation on 


4) Daniel v. 
(s) 27. the 


have no plea for what admits of no diſpute. 
So outrageous an inſult upon the Almighty, 
to no end or purpoſe, can be reſolved into 
nothing but a thoughtleſs ſtupidity, which 
_ ought to be awakend by the ſcourge of au- 
thority. If any thing can be more unaccount- 
able than this ſenſeleſs as well as execrable 


practice itſelf, RR = 


pread its unactive influence among us, is 
it the hourly practice of the open ſtreets with- 
out the leaſt diſcountenance or even 


as if it were an indifferent amuſement ! And 


along „er 

vernment itſelf? The lawful uſe af as 6nd 
is the end of all ſtrife, 2 
to ſociety as the laſt deciſion of cc 
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that ſhould attend the conſcientious uſe of 
oaths in courts of judicature? and ſo by lead- 
ing to perjury, and perjury to the loſs of 
mutual faith among men, the great end, for 
which oaths were ordained, is defeated. 

e AAN 
to iſtrate is utmoſt vig 
1 —＋ : eſpecially when he 
reflects, how much it may have contributed to 
that innundation of venal perjury, that has fo 
lately overwhelm'd the whole nation ; and now 
cries with a loud voice, hom lung, O Lord, Holy 
and True, doſt thou not judge and avenge this 
horrid proſtitution of thy ſacred name, «por 
them that dwell on the earth > In how folema a 


2175 
be 
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0 
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the falle-ſwearer, and blaſting 


his eſtate, his poſterity? I will bring it 
3 
SH 
houſe, and fume it with the timber there- 
2 1 od. Joby 
Overta- 

— -= 
ſecretly to them in all they ſet their hand 


( Zach. V. 1,— 4 


be 


5 


(-) Haggail. 6. 
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